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lence, and charity he seldom practised, left above one hundred and twenty thousand pounds to a nephew. There are many more instances of great fortunes amassed by the dignified Clergy, from which one may form a true judgment of their hospitality and charity; and it is observable, that in all the lists of charitable subscriptions and donations, the Widow's Mite is even intrinsically heavier than the benefaction of a Right Reverend Father in God.
Boulter, the late Primate of Ireland, who gave in his lifetime to all those objects he could find deserving of charity, and who lived with abundant hospitality, used to say, that notwithstanding that, he should die most scandalously rich for a Bishop, and left fifty thousand pounds, but left it all to charitable uses, to which the hundred thousand pounds more which he might have died worth had been applied in his lifetime. This saying of that truly Christian Prelate, might with much more propriety be written in great letters over the doors of most of our Bishops.
Such is, in general, I do not say without exception, the characteristic of our dignified Clergy, and yet they complain of the disregard and contempt which they meet with from the Laity. Let them ask their own consciences if they deserve better. "Was Archbishop Tillotson, was Hough, Bishop of "Worcester, was Ben-son, Bishop of Gloucester, ever disregarded or contemned? No, they were universally loved and respected, and almost adored by those who saw their virtues nearer.
Perhaps I may be thought, by what goes before, to bear hard upon the Clergy. I am sure I do not mean to reflect upon that body in general. That is unjust